the movement was prohibited because, in the place of the
Nazi salute of the upraised arm, many Stahlhelm members
had raised a clenched fist in the Communist salute. Aniid
all these alarums and excursions into realms of make-
believe and comic opera the Government was steadfastlv
entrenching itself to a degree undreamed of. Ordinance
followed ordinance, and Hindenburg's time was fully-
occupied in signing the many hundreds of mandates or
blank cheques which the Nazi Cabinet placed before him.

On the last day of March the Government announced
the law for the co-ordination and assimilation (Ghicfachd-
tung} of the States and Provinces. From now on everything
in politics was spoken of as being gleichgeschaltet (co-
ordinated) by the Reich. This new law gave to every State
a similar control and administration as existed in Prussia;
but its autonomy was destroyed. Although the various
States retained the normal parliamentary form of Govern-
ment, such assemblies ceased to function in any way other
than to put into execution orders issued by the Reids
Government, No local administration could be reproved
by a vote of the Diet, and a change of local Government
could only be brought about by the will of the Reichs
Government.
On the same day the Cabinet discussed its official
attitude to the Jewish problem, the popular clamour of
the storm troopers demanding the head of the Jew on a
charger making it necessary to devise some plan to satisfy
them. Hitler, now in office, was inclined to move more
slowly towards the elimination of the Jew from German
National life; he had also to move cautiously because of his
industrial backers and Cabinet colleagues, Von Papen
and Hugenberg were against any kind of action, but
Goring and Goebbels were all for smashing the Jew
completely*
Finally, the Cabinet agreed that direct action against
the Jew should not be undertaken by the Government at
all, but that the problem should be handled by a specially
constituted committee directed by Julius Streicher and
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